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-F I WA) in ÂrtiL'Lh tltlL t)r, ,lt:,tirlcs r.rctr'l
| {irst crlì.J ehljsrr.ur.. 

^t 
tlr.Lr tirnL it \Àirs

-[-nn, on rllc,-rjonarc. crrcìcalin¡; r(rr']r ol íìLln-

ration, but lathel one oI clelision ancl re.jecLior.r.

This, however', becamc fòrevcl aftel a clescr\r-

ti\¡e terminology oI Lhe lÍlesLyle anc] char-.acter'

ol tl.rose clisc4rles ancl all who woulcl succeecl

llrcnl

Beìng a Cl.uistian Ìs not a natulal acbieve-

menl loL anyore . Because o[ onl'ir.rhet.ited sin-

fil natures, the Ll.roughLs and inclinations c¡l'

our he ar ts âì-e cvil conLinually ïlecomir.rg a

Chlistlan is a learnt l¡ehavior that we cleveiop

by n'Loclelì.ng Christ daily l-his rvas how iL was

lol the c1Ìsciplcs whc¡ were all cut [r'om very

rougl.r tÌnrber.

lt is \.ely sigr-rilìcant that.Jesus clicl not

choose l-lis Leader-ship Lean ['-.on the pr-o1ès-

sìor.ralÌy cluallfied and acaclemically capable

practitioners Ln dre temple. Ì{e chose fror¡

amor.rg rnclìr,1cluals, some ol wìrose pelsonalÌ-

ties, in[ercsts and al¡ilities u'ele questiorable.

Fishermen, tax collecLols, ancl political actìr'isLs

like Sìr.non the ZcaloL, {ìllecl Lhe spectrum of

candiclates 1 woncler' ¿t tÌmes il it was because

ol Ll.re creatn,c abilit)' in llirr why Jcsus did r.rot

use "finishccl pr oclucts" as those leaclcls plc-

l!ììLlLLl Iù lrc, ìr1¡1 ¡¡111.t ell,'.. roltÀll. crLr.ìc Ol!|llNG

urrJ irlr¡ 5('rrì( LLrri)iJL'trtr*Lr'tìr¡ 'i..',,irl r., lJ#hr.,
maì<e sorne thmg beauLilul, wondc'-ful uselnl Alvqnllst

¿n{l lir.rillf I' Wlrår(.\cl tlìc tìl¡,li\al]on. ]rstì: Hymnof no'8

taught what Ìt rrrear'lt to bc a Cl.lisLjan ancl ¿i . SCRIPIURI

rru, (li' ilìlc. tlttort¡lr thr' lircs ',1 rlro'c wìr,, irirtli,i-t,
later ì:e came aposLlcs.
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'1bc1a1,, rv¿ rvill Jocus on just one ol Lhese

apostìes wbo aL l¡irth welc nalnecl Sjmon Bar-

Jor.ral.r. L le was anlor.ìg Lhe fìr'st Lo be caì.le cl ì:l1'

Jesus wì-Len l-lc ancl I lis btothcr Ancl-.ew wele

lìshing by Galilee, ancl he later-. ìrccar.re 1;:art o1

Jesus'inner-cucle. Sinur sccmed [o have l)ee].l

a successlll entreprerleur rvho hacl al lcast a

boat and fìshing geals o[ his own This dicl noL

prevent him ù-.on immecliateìy anst'er-in¡j LÌlc

\4asterls call. lt wor:Ìcl appear froni biblÌca] cvi-

cience that.]csus l.racl to do the most u'orl< or.r

Sir¡c¡.r to shape fasÌrion and molcl his char-acLer-

into someLbing l:le could use . Con.çi¿l¿:r fhís;

Petcr'.s narnc js n¡cnLionecl in dre gospcls nor-.e

lliiìlr any olher-. excelltJeslls. No onc eise speal<s

¿is often as Petcï.1j.1, ancl no c¡r'rc is spol<en

to as ofLen by thc \4asLer as PeLel- rvas No othel

cliscìp1e was so ftequendy reìrul<ecl ìry the Lord
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as Ì)ctcr, íìr'l(l no ()tìrcr (ljscil)l(ì c\rr rcl)Lrl{cs 1ìrc l or(l

cxcclll Pcr(ìr (N4rttìrcri, lô:2?,). No onc clsc c:orfi'sscd

Chr-ist .rs ìri.rìclìf ol acli¡or¡,lt:ri¡,crÌ Il1:, ìor.cìsìri¡ rnor-c

cx¡tlìciLl¡', )/('t ìro oLhcr cìisr:i]tìc L:i,cI Ìcr'ìrirìì¡' clctrìecì

Chr-ist ls lìr'cr:fìrììy ol ris prrìr1ìcl¡' es l)ctci clid. Nr¡ onc

ìs Plrrìsi:cl ¡ncl ì¡lcsscd ìr¡' (-ì1¡¡<¡ tìrc ti'¡), l'ctt:r. u'us, ycL

l'ctcr u,¿rs Lhc t¡nl)' onc.lcsus irilclrtsscd irs Srtiur l-hc

l-olrl lrarl ìnr.shcr thìrgs to sily Lo Pclcr tìr¡n llc cvl
saicì Lo ur¡, ol tìrc otìrc:r's

Sinrol drsPìl¡,i:iì so rruch ¡rl tlìc cliâriìcLcr (lc1ìrcls

t'c scc ir orLlsclvcs. Whât Jc-cus (ìial lor -\ìnrr¡n, I assulr:

)'Lln llc can do thc -.anrc lìl Lrs, ancl nrorc 1f ncrssirr.¡r

ln ltha 6: I2^ 16, Sìrlon rvrs tlrc only rììsr:i¡rìc u,ìro ¡1ot

iì ne\\¡ ì.liìnrc. Jcsr,is clìcì not iLrst give ìrin ¡ nc\v n¡rc lo

r-cpìlr:c tìrc oìcl. llr: "¡rlso nlnrt¡cl ìlinr l)ctcr'' so hc solr¡r:

t¡lcs \vâs c¿illerì Sinroll. sorìrrlilrcs Ì)r'1cr lìn(l soìlc-

tirìlcs Sinrorì ìrctcrr'../ofil l:42 r'c¡:ror.ls ¡incl clnlir.nrs ll¡c

n'cnt ol Pctcr ! rdrânrilg u,ìrìcìr appcar.s to l¡c Lhc lilst

u'olcÌs.JcsLrs -ciìi(l to hinì. "PctcL" t,ls ¿ ìuncl of nii:ì<-

nanlc, i,r'lriclr nrc¿rrs "lìock or.SLonc." Sorrr)Lìrrcs hou'

ci,cl-,.Jcsus c()lLinucal to rt:lìr' lo ìrinr as Sìnon, ìrul on

elDlost c\/rìì),clcctrsiolr, ii rvirs rr sìgri.tl thiì1 l)clcr (li(ì

-cc)n.rclhing tìrlt r-crluiIccì r'c¡lIoo1 0r- co cclior.'l ìrc

nicì<nanc rvas sìgnilìr:arl as.lcsr.rs ìracì a s¡rccilìc r-i:rr-son

li;r- choosìn g iL. Pr,'tcr- u,¡Ls ì:y ratur-t: ìr'iisìr, ir ttlltlsìrr:,

inr ìlctrìous, vriciÌìrt ìn¡¡, lncl rrudcpi:nd:rb1c. l lc t i:nLlt:rì

Lo nrâl(c gre.ìt ¡rloniscrs hc cùrld ìrot luìliìì. Jìc ap¡rnrs Lo

ìrc oncr ¡'ìro jun.r¡rs lìrlly Llecl ìnto so¡rr:thìng ìrtit ìrai1s

out bcfi)rc Iìnìshìng. llc sccnrctì to fìt Jarrcs! rìcsc-i1r

tion ol ti rìoubk: nrindt:d na¡, urstrlllc in all his t'¡r)'s.

.lunasl:8.ll scen¡s "l)ctct ot lìocli" tvas to ì¡c rt t:olrstrul

rerrildcl ol u'hirt hc should bccomc (ìruìd.]csr,rs ìllt
ì.rccr sayiltg to l)cLcr', I \r,alìt ),(-rIr 1o J¡ccolrc lltor-c ltl<i'

\4e? ìlva|t ),ou t(r jnljtirlc ì!lcl

lL sccnrs rr'ìrr:r'r Jcsns acìdr-csscrl hinr ¡,c Sinraìn, hc

\À/as acling lilic hi-. olcl sc:ì1, ì.rut i tcD Jcsus (tìlcrJ ìrìì¡

l:tlcr', iL u'as rr cr'¡'¡lncrclltiolr lbr rrctìn¡1 thc rvrL¡, ìr¡

shonlcì. I'ctcr lr:l-nt tìrat lcsLrs coLrld il,cnLl), ('ìri(l(' (rr

con¡nrcnd hìnr just ì-,y rLsir¡¡ onc lriLm'()r tìrc otllcr.

30 Á/vanre

ìhcr-c n,clc niìr\, lc-rsors tìlirl 5ilirolì r'lccr]ctì 1r'r

ìcllrr or ìrs lilli: jLrr.rr-r'rr:¡, to bcconln¡,, "1'ctcl thc n¡cli."

l -rr,cs()¡-( sl1('l'r ltsr subt¡ ìssr r'r l, rcsl riìi n1, ìl rnllt l),, lo\ c,

(1)nrllirssjon, rtnil r:otr.ltgc lìlcsc alc sinrjìir to Lhc lc-r.

sons cvcr)i ASI mcl i:hulch nrcnrÌrci nccrls to ìculn lt-.

u,c.iorurr:¡, to ìrc()(lìlìlrg tht: (-hr'ìsLi¡n l,r: ,.ìroi.Lìcl l¡c.

ì'tLcr lcallLrcl â ì()t Llrìr)ußlr ìlinl r-:il.rclicrcc-r. ììc rìso

lciir.nccl, fìr. r:xlrrplc, t hr: i n.rsìr in11 rlt:lìrrLl rrncì clcc¡.r

ìlrrrrrìIilLiorr t¡11cn lìrllr¡r,r, oLìr gìcirtrìst li( tor(':i. Just

irfir:r'.Jcsns r:orlrllorcJt:cl lrinr lbl his ¡,r'cat i:Lrtlcssìon of

(.lrrist rs 'lllc Soì ol Lìrc ì.ivìn¡1 (ìocl 1lr À4aflllÖr,

J(r:ló: l)ctcl srLllc'r'ccl iìrc lrar',.ìrcsL rclnrlic cvcr. r'ccorcJ

ccl ol thc clisi:ì¡rlcs, in vcrsc 2.j (.1¡r.ist acìdlr:,.scd l'ctcr'

lis 5lt¿rr. Our. jorrlrrcy lo ìrci:onrirg l'¡olc ljlic (-hlist

t:t:h rì¡¡, 11,ill snlfel LrPs i¡rcl cìou,rs, ìr1ìls rrnrì vl1ìc¡'s

j¡ut i1 ri,r cìo not llccùnri- dl,.cLrur.irlìcrl lnrl ¡lilc Lrp, ri,c

ri'ilì acìrir:i,i: lìrt: golì (lhlist ì¡its sc1 fì¡ t.Ls.

lrollou'ir!, his corvcrsron lncì tìrc r:x¡rcliclrcc o1

l)flrlce()st, r¡,c scc a rlilli'rcnL l)(ìLrr. 
^(ì1s 

'l' ¡ìr:-ci:rìbcs

h oi'r, lrclt:r'rrrcl John u'r'r-c bloLrgìrL bclì¡r'r: Lhc 5irrlrccìlil

.rrrl cllrlgcrl to lro nrorc spcirì< ìn lìrc nr'Lrrc ol JcsLts.
'l-ìrcil dccìarutivL: r.cpì¡, ì5 ill s i ¡ 11¡'¡ ¡1, t: . llut l)ctcr'¡rcl

Iolrr arsu,cr.crì nrrl slricì ur¡ttl lhcrr, r'r,hcthcr ìt bi: r.ì¡1ht

in thr: si¡iht of (ìod Lo hr:¡r'lir:r Lurto I'ou rrotc tha¡

rìnto (Jod, ¡,ou lucl¡,c. lior u,c crrrrol hul spcr'ili Llc

tìrirrgs ri'hit:ìr l,c ìr¡r,c si:cn ¡rd ìrr:rurl" û\cLs 'i r ì !), 20).

l:ìli:n (ì. WhiLt: r:r'rrrlrcntccl orì l)ctcì.s spfcch irt

Pcntccost. u,ìrich lclc¡lccì lris cllltn¡:Ltic llrrslot¡ltlir,,l
ltflr:r'r:orrvr:tsir¡n. 'l'ìrosL: 

Pr-cst:rtI, rvho i c nlc nrJrt:r'ctì (hc

l)ilrl thiìl Pcrcr'lr¿cl rrctccl rL lirc trjal ol hjs \4lsLcr,llut-

tcrr:rì thcr¡sc:lvcs tlrrt hr: r:oulrl nou'ìl: intinrìcìrrLccì ì:r¡'

tlrc (ìlrcrìt ol inr¡:rrìsonnrr:rL ¡¡rl dr:rLth l\rl thc Pctr:1.

rvìro rlL:rriccl (.hr.i,cL in thc ìroul ol ìÌis 8,r'L:irlr:sl rcccl Nas

ìnrpulsilc und scl f .r:or l irlcrt. iììlli:r rrr¡1 u,tclr:l)' fionr Lhi:

l'cLcl ri'ho ri'¡s l-,r'oLr¡llrt l-¡cJìlc thc S¡nìrcrlr.ìr lirt crlrr '

iriìti()ì1. Slncc llìs flrll hc hrcJ ìrccn convcr.tccJ llc u,ls

lo ìon1¡cr'plor-rcì ¡ntì ìrLrasilì.r1, ì)ttt nrr¡tlr:sL ¡rrtl -<cll-rli-.

tlustlul. llcri,¡sflllccl ri,itìr tìtc lìoìy'S¡riliL. rnil ìr¡ thc

lrcìp ol tìrìs pou'cr' ìrc l'rLs lr:st¡lrr:tl t() rilr(l\ c thr st¡jl

of his aposLas¡' by ìrotror ìtrg thc Ir¿rnc hc hatl ollce dìs

o\rlcd" (^cls o/ tftrr,A¡ostlcs, 11. Ó2).

\\/h cn Ì)c I cr' br:critrrt' cltl ¡ltltvc t ccl rlt Pcll L tlcosi, hc:

ìrccalnc a pou'cr luì troritì.t1:riccc fbt Chlist. l 1c 1.r'cachccl

u,ith pLru'i:r. in thc lr¿til.lc ofJcsus; lrìs vcr'¡' 511x¡li¡1i'

hcaìccl tìrc sicl< i.i,ìrilc cr.¡:rpÌcd nrcn wclc maclc Lo u'all<

ilgaìr, in tìrc nantc ofJesusl

Alc you r "lìnìshccl Pocìucl" ol ar-c ¡rou tii'ajlaìrlc Iì¡'

lcsr-is to sìra¡ri: and lasìrion )'on inlo sonrcthjng bcau-

tjlul and uschil? 1.hc l.rtoccss ura)' l¡c painlìl ;rt tìures,

l)uL wc cr,LD l¡c cr¡r{lclcnt that ìl lesr-rs js our'Ì\4rslcr'

Clalisnriur. r.r,hcn l Ìc is fìnishecl u'ith ¡¡s u,c ivill ìrc "lihrr

&.rrr(:r st(rrf\. polishcd ultcr lhc sinriJílu¡iir ol ct ptlat:t."

Jcsris is lcacly to chalrgc )/our n¿rrc and cÌangc your-

(lcstin¿ìtìcitr; iìr c )/ou rt'ir(l), ancl u,illjng to cx¡ret-icncc

tìrc chargc? ì\4aÌrc.lr:sr-rs )¡ouì "Ìlocl(" lìe 1s u'aìLìug

to cnlllowcr' 1'olr fìrl ìl1s sclviL:r:.

,,,,, rr.,l;,,.,,,,,. i',. tt.'l,t;,';.,;;,¡;iaii;;, ;, ;.

J,rl¡r,- 

^Dr.rirr¿01 
J)ii,isir)r
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